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	237.  ELECTRONIC DEVICES 



	1.
Authority


SC 1317.1


	The Board of School Directors acknowledge that an orderly school environment is necessary for an effective instructional program to be performed. An orderly school environment does not include the possession of telephone paging devices (beepers) by students, or the use of cellular telephones or personal digital assistants while on school grounds during the school day at any time or place other than during a student’s lunch hour, in the cafeteria.


	2.
Definitions
	Electronic device – Cellular telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), or telephone paging device (beeper) as those terms are defined herein.


	
	Cellular telephone – Any form of wireless telephone of communication device, whether analog or digital, which is not the property of the Avella Area School District and/or which a student as not been authorized by an appropriate official or representative of the school district to use on school property, during the school day.


	
	Telephone paging device (beeper) – An electronic or electrical device which emits a sound or vibration designed to alert the individual possessing it that another person is trying to contact him or her. It is generally small enough to be carried in an individual’s hand, in a pocket or clipped to a belt.


	
	Personal digital assistant (PDA) – Any small hand-held device that provides computing and information storage and retrieval capabilities, often for keeping calendars and address book information, where said device is not provided by the school district for student’s use.


	
	Immediate family - Members of the immediate family shall be defined as father, mother, brother, sister, son, daughter, husband or wife.


	3.
Authority
	1. The Board of School Directors prohibits the use of cellular telephones and personal digital assistants (PDAs) by students during the school day on school grounds, except in the cafeteria, where a student is permitted to use a cellular telephone and/or personal digital assistant (PDA) only during his or her own assigned lunch period.


	
	2. The Board of School Directors prohibits the possession of telephone paging devices (beepers) by students on school property, on buses and other vehicles provided by the district, and at school-sponsored activities.


	
	This prohibition against possession of telephone paging devices (beepers) may not apply to:


	
	a. A student who is a member of a legitimate volunteer fire company, ambulance service or rescue squad.


	
	b. A student who has a potential need to use an electronic device on school grounds during the school day because of the medical condition of a member of his/her immediate family.


	
	Students shall apply to the administration for permission to potentially possess and use a telephone paging device (beeper) on school grounds during the school day if they fit into subparagraph (a) or (b) above.


	
	3. The Board of School Directors directs the school district administration the right to confiscate any cellular telephone or personal digital assistant (PDA) which issued by a student in violation of this policy, as well as the right to confiscate any telephone paging device (beeper) which is possessed by a student in violation of this policy.  Confiscate means to take into the possession of the district administration, but shall not be construed to prohibit a district employee who is not an administrator from physically removing an electronic device from a student, if the employee observes the student violating this policy.  Any employee observing such a violation must deliver the electronic device as soon as reasonable possible to the building principal for confiscation by the principal.


	
	4. Students and parents/guardians shall be further notified that any student found to be using a cellular telephone or personal digital assistant (PDA), or possessing a telephone paging device (beeper) in violation of this policy shall have the electronic device permanently forfeited to the Avella Area school District and/or appropriate police officials.


	
	5. The Board of School Directors prohibits possession of laser pointers by students on school property, on buses and other vehicles provided by the district, and at school-sponsored activities. The provisions regarding confiscation and forfeiture as consequences for violation of this policy, as set forth in subparagraphs (3) and (4) above, are also applicable to possession of laser pointers.


	
Pol. 218
	6. Disciplinary action may be pursued according to Policy No. 218 – Student Discipline.


	4.
Delegation of


Responsibility
	The Superintendent shall promulgate such additional rules and regulations as are necessary to fulfill the purposes of this policy. The Superintendent shall designate such sanctions as s/he deems appropriate to the specific offense of use of an electronic device on school grounds during the school day.



	
	References:

Pennsylvania Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance Act – 


18 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 5703

School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510, 1317.1

Board Policy – 113, 218, 226.1, 233, 815
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