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	209.1.  HEAD LICE


	1.
Purpose

	The Board is committed to maintaining a healthy environment for students and staff. To fulfill that commitment, the Board establishes this policy to provide guidelines for the prevention and control of head lice in students.


	2.
Guidelines

	At any time during the school year, the school nurse may examine a student for head lice. 


	
	Any student found to have nits or lice shall be excluded from the classroom and sent home. It shall be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide transportation for the student.

A letter of exclusion and a copy of the district's guidelines for treating head lice infestation will accompany the student home.



	
	The school nurse will examine the student's siblings and other close contacts. The school nurse will re-examine the student, siblings and close contacts one (1) week after the initial discovery of infestation. The students’ classroom(s) will receive additional disinfectant attention from the custodians during that week.


	
	A copy of this policy will be sent home with all students at the beginning of each school year.



	
	This condition will not be used as a means to avoid school attendance. District officials will take appropriate action if abuse occurs.



	
	Readmission


	
	After treatment has been completed and all head lice and nits have been removed from the head, the student must be accompanied to school by a parent/guardian.


	
	The student shall not attend classes or ride the bus until examined by the school nurse.


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	To ensure that a nurse will be available to examine the student, the parent/guardian shall call the appropriate school for an appointment. If upon examination the student is found to have nits or lice, the student will be denied admission.


	
	After the student has been cleared to return to classes, the nurse will continue to check for head lice or nits because of the risk of reinfestation. The student will be checked as often as deemed necessary by the nurse.



	3.
Delegation of 
Responsibility
	It shall be the primary responsibility of the parent/guardian to check their child for head lice. If a parent/guardian finds that their child has head lice or nits, the parent/ guardian should notify the school nurse.
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