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	006.1.  USE OF SPEAKERPHONES


	
	Section 1.    Introduction


	
	The Board recognizes the responsibility of its members to make every effort to attend meetings. However, from time to time, a necessary absence may prohibit the physical attendance by a Board member at a meeting. This policy is intended to address this situation by authorizing an absent Board member to participate in a Board meeting via speakerphone.


	
	Section 2.    Speakerphone Permitted


	
	A Board member shall have the option to participate in a Board meeting by telephone when s/he is unable to personally attend. The Board member participating by speaker telephone must be able to hear the comments of and speak to all persons present at the meeting, including members of the public. In addition, all those present at the meeting must be able to hear the comments of and communicate with the absent Board member contemporaneously. The Board member participating in a meeting by telephone will be considered present for the meeting, and will be reflected in the minutes as present.


	
	Section 3.    Quorum


	
	A majority of the members of the Board must be physically present for purposes of conducting Business. A Board member participating by speakerphone shall not be counted toward the quorum necessary to conduct business at a meeting.


	
	Section 4.    Cost


	
	The cost of the Board member's phone call to participate in the meeting will be a reimbursable expense, provided that the Board member's absence was necessary due to sickness, employment, family emergency, other school district business, etc. In all other cases, such as vacation, the cost of the phone call will not be a reimbursable expense and shall be paid by the Board member.
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