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	226.  LOCKER SEARCHES



	1.
Purpose
	The Board recognizes the need for safe, in-school storage of books, clothing, school materials, and other personal property. The Board is also cognizant of the fact that lockers provided for student use may be improperly used as depositories for objects, substances, or other evidence of activity that is unlawful and/or violates District policies, or which constitutes a threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the students or other occupants of the school building. ALL LOCKERS ARE AND SHALL REMAIN THE PROPERTY OF THE AVELLA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT, LOCKER SEARCHES MAY AT TIMES BE CONDUCTED, WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE, WITH OR WITHOUT CAUSE, UNDER THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS SET FORTH HEREIN.


	2.
Delegation of

Responsibility
	The Superintendent shall develop such procedures as are necessary to the implementation of this policy.



	3.
Guidelines
	The following guidelines are set forth with respect to locker searches:



	
Title 22

Sec. 12.14
	1. A building administrator may visually and physically inspect a student's locker where there exist reasonable grounds to suspect the student in question has violated the law or the rules, regulations, or policies of the Avella Area School District, or the locker is being used for the storage of objects, substances or other evidence of such activities or contain items which constitute a threat to the health, safety, or welfare of the student or other occupants of the school building or the building itself. The building administrator conducting the search should use reasonable efforts to secure the presence of another adult staff member, to witness the search, before conducting the search.



	
	2. Prior to the search of his/her locker, the student shall be notified of the possibility that the locker will be searched and given the opportunity to be present. The student shall also be notified of the law or rule, regulation or policy of the district which the student is suspected of violating and the basis for said suspicion.



	
	3. Following the search of his/her locker, the student shall be notified in writing that the locker was searched. The student shall also again be notified of the law or rule, regulation, or policy of the district which the student was suspected of violating, and the basis for said suspicion.



	
	4. The student shall be given an opportunity to address the grounds used by the administrator to search the locker.



	
	5. In the event that more than one student has been assigned to a locker which is the subject of a search, each student so assigned shall also be informed in writing of the search. Such notification shall be given notwithstanding the absence of reason to suspect that such other student has violated the law or the rules, regulations, or policies of the Avella Area School District and that the locker was being used by such student for the storage of evidence of such violation.



	
	6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy to the contrary, a building administrator who reasonably suspects that the contents of a student locker create an emergency situation in which the health or safety of the student in question, other students, school personnel or facilities may be endangered by the delay inherent in compliance with the procedures set forth herein, may open and search the locker in question as expeditiously as deemed necessary for preservation of the health and welfare of the school population and without prior notification to the student.



	
	7. The building administrator shall open a student’s locker for inspection pursuant to the request of a law enforcement official only under one (1) of the following circumstances:


	
	a. The law enforcement official has presented a duly authorized warrant to search the locker assigned to the student, or


	
	b. The student involved knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily consents to the search of the locker assigned to him/her by the law enforcement official.


	
	8. The building administrator shall be responsible for the safekeeping and/or proper disposal of any substance, object, or material found to be unlawfully or improperly stored in a student's locker. In those cases where a locker has been made available for inspection upon the request of a law enforcement official, the law enforcement official involved shall be responsible for the safekeeping and/or proper disposal of any unlawful substance, object, or material found within the student's locker during the course of the search.



	
	9. Evidence of a violation of the law, or the rules, regulations or policies of the Avella Area School District which has been seized during a search of the student's locker, may be used as evidence against the student in any subsequent disciplinary proceedings, in accordance with the Avella Area School District Student Discipline Policy.


	
	10. Following the search of a student's locker, the building administrator shall submit a written report to the Superintendent indicating:


	
	a. The date, time, and place of the search;
b. The name of the student(s) and the school official present;
c. A statement concerning the information which provided reasonable suspicion for the search;
d. A statement of the student’s explanation, if any, when confronted with the administrator’s suspicions and/or the items removed from the locker;
e. A statement concerning whether or not the student was present and if the student elected to voluntarily open the locker; and
f. The result of the search.



	
	11. All school officials involved in any manner with the search of a student's locker shall respect and maintain the privacy and confidentiality of each student whose locker is searched. Except as otherwise required by law or this policy, no school official in any way involved shall reveal or discuss any information regarding any locker search.


	
	12. Lockers may be opened at any time when there is evidence that they are dirty or unsanitary.


	
	13. All locks will be cut and removed at the end of the school year if left on the locker. Any materials found in the locker will be removed or destroyed.


	
	References:
School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510

State Board of Education Regulations – 22 PA Code Sec. 12.14

Board Policy – 225, 226.1, 226.2
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